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command, from the first, public respect, and what is most
important of all, it ought to be directly subject to popular
control.., ,1
The Government's reason for creating a new authority
was explained by the President of the Local Government
Board, Walter Long (later Viscount Long of Wraxall). He
considered that the London County Council was not an ap-
propriate authority for the purpose since it did not represent
the large outer London area which was concerned in a proper
settlement of the question.
THE PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY
The Port of London Authority was created in 1908 to
replace the dock companies whose deficiencies were said to
be seriously threatening London's trade. The Authority has
a governing body consisting of traders, representatives of local
authorities, Ministerial nominees, and one person with special
knowledge of labor problems. Of its members, eighteen are
now elected by payers of port and dock dues, and the remain-
der are appointed by the Minister of Transport (z), the First
Lord of the Admiralty (i), the London County Council (4),
the Corporation of London (2), and Trinity House (i). The
Chairman and Vice-Chairman may be either elected or ap-
pointed members, or they may be co-opted from outside. The
Authority took over the docks and was given jurisdiction
over nearly sixty miles of river, as well as powers to administer
a large number of warehouses, refrigerators, and other estab-
lishments.
The Bill which set up the Port of London Authority was
introduced by the Liberal Government in 1908, It was, in large
part, a non-controversial measure and was piloted through the
House of Commons by David Lloyd George and Winston
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